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Arts in a Changing America (ArtChangeUS), based at the California 
Institute of the Arts, is a national five-year project that fills an urgent 
need to understand and engage, from an arts perspective, the dramatic 
demographic transformation of America and address pressing questions 
about the future: What is the meaning, in cultural terms, of the demo-
graphic shift? What is not on the institutional arts sector’s radar?
How do we learn from different models of arts practice and organizing? 
ArtChangeUS will be exploring these questions through curated per-
formances, discussions, and workshops, catalyzing new collaborative 
possibilities and bringing unheard voices and fresh thinking to both 
arts and cross-sector tables. 

www.artsinachangingamerica.org
     @ArtChangeUS
#REMAPDetroit #ArtChangeUS



AGENDA
Thursday, October 6, 2016

CHARLES H. WRIGHT MUSEUM of AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
315 East Warren Avenue Detroit, MI 48201

9:15 AM

10:00 AM

REGISTRATION 
Ford Freedom rotunda 
Breakfast will be available from food trucks at the Farnsworth side of 
the museum.

ARTISTIC WORKSHOPS 

The AAdizookAAn: BeAT Work, BeAding WiTh BeATs

Lewis H. Latimer CaFe

The group will be grounded in an awareness of Anishinaabe culture 
and make a connection between the art of beat making in Hip Hop 
culture & the Native art form of beading. This workshop will build a 
story through the indigenous practice of Mawadisidiwag- visiting with 
one another.
Sacramento Knoxx  Hip Hop artist

Christy B.  anisHinaabekwe artist

The Freedom ChAmBer 
tHe Contemporary artist GaLLery

Vessels is a seven-woman harmonic meditation on the transcendental 
possibilities of song during the Middle Passage. Drawing upon free-
dom songs of the Black Diaspora, our workshop experientially acti-
vates people’s sense of justice and harmony, weaving in storytelling 
and education about the current state of mass incarceration to push 
people to want to act – with their voices, their bodies, and their civic 
participation. All voices are welcome!
Ron Ragin  sinGer

Rebecca Mwase tHeater artist



Free LAnd = Free PeoPLe

tHe kitCHen

Everyday, our built environment forces us to interact with our sur-
roundings in a way that is unnatural, violent and reinforces dominant 
power structures. Arbitrary lines of enclosure within our built envi-
ronment allow for simultaneous mass consumption and wealth ex-
traction and greatly constricts our ability to connect to what sustains 
us in a non-transactional way and therefore with our own selves. 
In short, our immediate environment is designed to compartmental-
ize our own health from the Earth. This dynamic is best illustrated 
through the industrial food system where chronic health disease 
intersects with climate change. Through this experience, participants 
will reconnect with our natural environment through food and learn 
how we can overcome overarching power structures that impede the 
intrinsic health between people and planet.
Shane Bernardo  Food JustiCe orGanizer

Mama Myrtle Curtis  Food JustiCe orGanizer

neW Comedy CuLTure WiTh Amer zAhr 
orientation tHeatre

Palestinian-American comedian Amer Zahr shares how humor can 
deliver powerful socio-political punchlines.
Amer Zahr Comedian

The Push & PuLL: sCreen PrinTing WiTh one CusTom CiTy

muLti-media room

Join owner & founder of One Custom City Ron Watters and artist Eli-
jah Ford for a hands-on screen printing workshop and learn how their 
craft is building community and increasing arts-based skill building 
in Detroit. One Custom City will provide posters and tote bags to print 
on. Participants are welcome to also bring their own t-shirts, bags, 
jackets, etc. 
Ron Watters  VisuaL artist

Elijah Ford VisuaL artist



seeing WhAT’s sAid: grAPhiC noveL WriTing

Contemporary artist GaLLery

In this workshop, participants will explore the many ways that com-
ics and zines can be used to tell personal stories and ignite political 
action. Palestinian graphic novelist Leila Abdelrazaq will give an 
artist talk and lead participants in a hands-on zine making workshop. 
After viewing examples of different types of zines, participants will 
use collage, writing, or drawing to create their very own one-page 
mini zines. A small guidebook for creating zines will also be provided 
at the end of the session.
Leila Abdelrazaq GrapHiC noVeList

PoeTry As visionAry resisTAnCe

muLti-media room

Toni Cade Bambara said, “the role of the artist is to make the rev-
olution irresistible.” This session will explore the role of poetry in 
movement and highlight poetry as an avenue for visionary resistance 
and as an art form worthy of political study and investment. We will 
explore poems, including some authored by the facilitator. We will 
dissect poems and assess their contributions to political movement, 
theory and livelihood. Participants will walk away with collectively 
written poetry and an understanding of the role of the poet in narrat-
ing and ushering in a new world.
Tawana “Honeycomb” Petty poet

WriTing The FuTure WiTh Arienne mAree BroWn

muLti-media room

Join Detroit sci-fi writer/scholar adrienne maree brown for a col-
laborative writing workshop, where we use collective imagination to 
address a problem of the moment from a future perspective.
adrienne maree brown aFro-Futurist writer



11:50 AM

12:10 PM

1:15 PM

WELCOME (live streamed)
GeneraL motors tHeater

Juanita Moore direCtor, CHarLes H. wriGHt museum  
María López de León exeC. direCtor, nationaL assoCiation oF Latino arts & CuLture

Roberta Uno direCtor, arts in a CHanGinG ameriCa

Lucy Harrison (Aanung née Kwe/Star Woman) bkeJwanonG (waLpoLe isLand),
anisHinaabe-oJibwe eLder

CALL AND RESPONSE (live streamed) 
GeneraL motors tHeater

“MAJORITY/MAJORITY: WE REMAP THE U.S.”
THE CALL : dream hampton  FiLmmaker/writer and 
          Favianna Rodriguez VisuaL artist

THE RESPONSES:
Dylan A.T. Miner VisuaL artist

BRYCE DETROIT emCee/orGanizer

Ben Jonhson perForminG arts direCtor, La department oF CuLturaL aFFairs

Abby Dobson sinGer

interLoCutor Danielle Jackson Co-Founder, bronx doCumentary Center

LUNCH
Lower perimeter and outside museum 
During our lunch break, savor food by local Detroit food trucks, participate 
in the Detroit Free Market Exchange, and stop by the One Custom City pop 
up for some fresh screen-printed gear. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
an item that represents shifting consciousness to contribute to the Free 
Market (a book, stone, candle, etc.)  and one item to be printed--free!



2:00 PM ROUNDTABLE (live streamed) 

“The BLACk CenTered CiTy” 
GeneraL motors tHeater

Located on Anishinaabe land, Detroit is the U.S. city with the highest 
percentage of African Americans, the highest concentration of Arab 
Americans, and an historic and rapidly growing Latinx presence. What 
would it mean to acknowledge the cultural legacies and futures of 
Detroit and other U.S. cities with majority African American popula-
tions? How do we build and recognize a black-centered city and how 
do we reframe minoritization? 

Performance Excerpt from Detroit ‘67 by Dominique Morisseau featur-
ing Tiffany Thompson and Brian Marable. 

FaCiLitator Margaret Morton proGram oFFiCer, Ford Foundation

Kyle T. Mays  Historian

Ismael Ahmed Co-Founder, arab ameriCan nationaL museum 

Eun Lee, The Dream Unfinished Orchestra, co-presented with Linette 
Popoff-Parks – pianist and John McLaughlin Williams –  Conductor/Vio-
linist  performinging William Grant Still’s Here’s One 

Alesia Montgomery sCHoLar

Performance by Poet Jessica Care Moore 



4:00 PM FUTURE CONVERSATIONS 

The PoLiTiCs oF CuLTure-Led reviTALizATion And urBAn FuTures

o.n.e. miLe GaraGe: 7615 Oakland Ave, Detroit, MI 48211
What must be kept, preserved and not taken for granted? Urban 
futures and city revitalization efforts are all too often framed as 
progressive actions toward more desirable projected outcomes. This 
future conversation starts with the premise that there are and should 
be cultural forms, norms and places that are dearly and deeply held, 
appropriately resourced and recognized even as we undertake the 
fundamental societal changes to place, infrastructure, and the econo-
my that may be necessary.
FaCiLitator Cézanne Charles CreatiVe industries direCtor

Erik Howard Co-Founder, expressions/ younG nation

Ryan Myers-Johnson Founder/Curator, sidewaLk FestiVaL oF perForminG arts

Nyasia Valdez younG nation/tHe aLLey proJeCt

Vicky Holt Takamine pa'i Foundation, HonoLuLu

The generosiTy oF The CreATive

sound House: 13181 moran st, detroit, mi 48212
Join cutting-edge Detroit artists who are re-imagining cultural assets 
based in value shifts and new ways of building community.
FaCiLitator Suhaly Bautista-Carolina direCtor oF proGrams at Caribbean CuL-
turaL Center aFriCan diaspora institute, brookLyn museum

Halima Cassels artist

Sterling Toles sound artist



deCoLonizing insTiTuTions 
arab ameriCan nationaL museum: 13624 miCHiGan aVe, dearborn, mi 48126
The legacies of racism, disenfranchisement, and inequitable funding 
has contributed to an arts field that mirrors larger social inequali-
ties. Yet communities of color have always created and maintained 
institutions that sustain us – often in a parallel universe. What is 
the conversation needed to transform our arts sector and how do we 
accelerate institutional change? How do we move beyond diversity to 
cultural equity?
FaCiLitator Devon Akmon direCtor, arab ameriCan nationaL museum 
Taylor Renee Aldridge Co-FoundinG editor, arts.bLaCk
Robert Van Leer senior Vp oF artistiC pLanninG, JoHn F. kennedy Center

respondents:
Jennifer Wild Czajkowski Vp oF LearninG & interpretation, detroit institute oF 
arts

Jeannene Pryzblyski proVost & FaCuLty, CaLarts

      

From A WhisPer To A roAr

GraCe in aCtion: 1725 LawndaLe street, detroit, miCHiGan 48209
Jeff Chang writes that at critical points in U.S. history, cultural 
change made political change possible. Across the country, artists 
are working at the nexus of social change. How do these efforts build 
scale? How do local actions connect nationally? How does cultural 
expression become a movement?
FaCiLitator Garth Ross Vp For Community enGaGement, JoHn F. kennedy Center

dream hampton FiLmmaker/writer

James Kass exeCutiVe direCtor, youtH speaks

Jeannette Lee exeCutiVe direCtor, aLLied media proJeCts 
Wendy Levy exeCutiVe direCtor, nationaL aLLianCe For media arts & CuLture 
Paige Watkins Co-CHair, bLaCk youtH proJeCt 100 (byp100) 



6:00 PM

8:00PM

moving Beyond inCArCerATion & mAss deTenTion (live streamed) 
CHarLes wriGHt museum, muLti media room 
Mass incarceration and detention have been destructive forces in our 
social fabric.  How can we imagine a healthy city when so many res-
idents have been disappeared behind bars? How do we chart a new 
future where the criminalization of black and brown bodies is past 
tense? Artists and cultural workers are raising these questions and 
more. Presenters will each share their work in this terrain and lead a 
conversation to help us all reflect on a U.S. in which mass incarcera-
tion and immigrant detention no longer persist.
FaCiLitator Risë Wilson direCtor oF pHiLantHropy, robert rausCHenberG Founda-
tion

Michael Philip Brown Co-Founder, HamtramCk Free sCHooL

Favianna Rodriguez VisuaL artist

Fox Rich autHor

Jackie Sumell artist, Herman’s House

ARTCHANGEUS + NALAC OPENING RECEPTION
arab ameriCan nationaL museum

13624 miCHiGan aVe. dearborn, mi 48126
Join us as we launch ArtChangeUS REMAP: Detroit & NALAC Latinx 
Art Summit! Meet presenting artists and organizers and get to know 
your fellow attendees over drinks and light refreshments. 

BEWARE OF THE DANDELIONS  BY COMPLEX MOVEMENTS
taLkinG doLLs studio: 7145 e. daVison, detroit 48212
Complex Movements’ current project Beware of the Dandelions is a 
mobile art installation that functions as a performance, workshop 
space, and visual arts exhibition. (Limited to first 35 registrants). 
Additional performances and information available at 
www.emergancemedia.org/pages/complex-movements



Friday, October 7, 2016

Ford Resource and Engagement Center (Mercado)
2826 Bagley Ave, Detroit, MI 48216

8:30 AM-
6:30 PM

8:00 PM

NALAC MI LATINIX ART SUMMIT
Ford resourCe and enGaGement Center (merCado)
2826 baGLey aVe, detroit mi, 48216
The NALAC Michigan Latinx Arts Summit is a key opportunity for art-
ists, cultural workers, educators, activists, and allies from across the 
state of Michigan and beyond to network and build together.

NOURA: A STAGED READING BY HEATHER RAFFO
arab ameriCan nationaL museum 
In this re-imagining of Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, the award-winning 
Iraqi American playwright/performer examines the story of an Iraqi 
refugee family in New York, highlighting an acutely relevant awaken-
ing of identity that tackles the notions of shame, violence, assimila-
tion, exile and love. (Limited to first 50 registrants). 
Additional tickets and information available at 
www.arabamericanmuseum.org/gf-fall-2016



PARTICIPANTS
 LEILA ABDELRAZAQ
 Graphic Novelist
 Leila is a Chicago-born, Palestinian author and artist. She graduated from DePaul Univer
 sity in 2015 with a BFA in Theatre Arts and a BA in Arabic Studies. Leila’s debut graphic 
 novel, Baddawi, was shortlisted for the Palestine Book Awards. She is also the creator 

of a number of zines and short comics. Her creative work primarily explores issues related to diaspora, 
refugees, history, memory, and borders. Leila has been involved in organizing around the Palestinian 
cause and the city of Chicago since 2011. She is currently a core member of For The People Artist’s 
Collective.

 ISMAEL AHMED   @Ismaelahmed

 Co-Founder, Arab American National Museum
 Ismael Ahmed was appointed Senior Advisor to the Chancellor and Associate Provost  
 of Metropolitan Impact at the University of Michigan-Dearborn beginning January 2011.  
 Prior to that, he served in Governor Granholm’s administration as Director of the Michi-

gan Department of Human Services. He co-founded the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social 
Services in 1971 and was appointed executive director in 1983. The son of first generation immigrants, 
Ismael Ahmed is co-founder of The Arab American National Museum in Dearborn and now serves as 
an executive member of its advisory board. Since 1998, he has been producer and host of “This Island 
Earth” on WDET Public Radio in Detroit.

 DEVON AKMON    @devonakmon

 Director, Arab American National Museum
 Devon Akmon is the director of the Arab American National Museum. Under his aegis, the 
 AANM was named an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution and achieved accreditation 
 from the American Alliance of Museums. As director, Akmon has established new rela-

tionships with individuals and organizations that have resulted in the expansion of the museum’s mis-
sion and programming throughout the nation. Most recently, Akmon has overseen the physical expansion 
of the museum with the creation of the Annex, a new community arts space immediately adjacent to the 
museum. 

 TAYLOR RENEE ALDRIDGE
 Co-Founding Editor, ARTS.BLACK

 Taylor Renee is an arts writer, cultural critic and facilitator based in Detroit, Michigan. 
 Her interests lie at the intersection of arts, culture and equity. She is the co-founding 
 editor of ARTS.BLACK, an online publication for art criticism from Black perspectives 

predicated on the belief that art criticism should be an accessible dialogue. Taylor has contributed to 
publications such as ARTnews, Contemporary &, Hyperallergic, and the MetroTimes, Detroit. She is also 
the co-facilitator of the Black Artist Meet-Up, Detroit, and a member of the Detroit Narrative Agency 
Advisory Team (DNA). Taylor Renee received her M.L.A from Harvard University in Museum Studies and 
her B.A from Howard University in Art History and Business Administration. 



  CHRISTY B     @gIIzhIgad

  Anishinaabekwe Artist
  Giizhigad [Christy B.] is an Anishinaabekwe artist & cultural worker. Her art blends  
  traditional & contemporary indigenous culture in the modes of: Dance, Hand Drumming, 
  Singing, Visual Arts & Craft in order to strengthen roots, honor traditional lifeways, con-

tribute to healing & wellness of Mother Earth and all our relations. You can see some visual representa-
tions in her Travels with The Aadizookaan last fall here: #DagWaaGin now on youtube https://youtu.be/
M6e-9esOIuU

 SHANE BERNARDO
 Food Justice Organizer
 Shane Bernardo grew up in his family’s grocery store on Detroit’s west side. For 13 
 years, Shane’s family helped cultivate a nurturing environment for the South East Asian, 
 West African and Afro-Caribbean cultures through culturally relevant foods as well as 

recipes, traditions, rituals and ancestral struggles linked to these foods. As a result, Shane developed a 
heightened awareness of social and economic conditions within the context of a racially, ethnically and 
culturally stratified community. Shane is also a long-life Detroit resident in food justice issues as the 
outreach coordinator for Earthworks Urban Farm, a program of the Capuchin Soup Kitchen. 

 SUHALY BAUTISTA-CAROLINA
 Director of Public Programs at the CCCADI, Brooklyn Museum
 Suhaly Bautista-Carolina is a Brooklyn-based artist, educator and community organizer. 
 She earned her B.A. and MPA from NYU, where she was named one of “NYU’s 15 Most 
 Influential Students” before serving as Engagement & Education Manager at Creative Time. 

Suhaly is an alumna of the Innovative Cultural Advocacy Fellowship and graduate of Columbia Universi-
ty's Summer Teachers and Scholars Institute, “The Many Worlds of Black New York.”  Her work has been 
published in the United Nations’ International Museum of Women and Caribbean Vistas Journal. As of 
2016, Suhaly is a Weeksville Heritage Center Ambassador, a Willow Arts Alliance Fellow and a member 
of the collective, Black Women Artists for Black Lives Matter. She is currently serving as the Director 
of Public Programs at the Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute (CCCADI) and Community 
Relations Manager of the Brooklyn Museum. 

 ADRIENNE MAREE BROWN     @adrIennemaree

 Afro-Futurist Writer
 adrienne maree brown is a science fiction write and social justice facilitator living in De
 troit. She is a contributor to and co-editor of Octavia's Brood: Science Fiction Stories from 
 Social Justice Movements, and is a healer, doula, pleasure activist, and auntie.



 MICHAEL PHILIP BROWN
 Co-Founder, Hamtramck Free School
 I’m a member of two independent but interconnected organizations: Free School and
 Writer’s Block. We are a heterogeneous group of poets, artist, learners, teachers, makers 
 and practitioners. Some of us are incarcerated. We publish incarcerated writing utilizing 

a variety of media and we organize inside and outside the prison in the service art, education, commu-
nity and abolitionism. We’ve been working collaboratively to protest and publicize the accumulated and 
concentrated disadvantages that reproduce the structural inequalities that perpetuate carceral regimes.  

 HALIMA CASSELLS
 Artist
 Detroit-based artist/community advocate Halima Cassells occupies a myriad of roles that 
 are unified by a deep and unwavering devotion to fostering community inter-connectivity.  
 In practice she designs spaces for authentic engagement and collaborative artistic ex-

pression, as well as projects that engender new economy practices. She works as an independent artist 
and assumes leadership roles at Center for Community Based Enterprise, O.N.E. Mile project, Oakland 
Avenue Artists Coalition, Incite Focus Fab Lab, North End Soup, and the Free Market of Detroit.

 CÉZANNE J. CHARLES  @ce_wonk

 Director, Creative Industries
 Charles directs Creative Many’s statewide and regional creative industries programs   
 which help empower the practices of artists, creatives, designers and makers within 
 the state. Programs under her direction include The Kresge Artist Fellows Professional 

Practice program, Resonant Detroit funding and mentorship for hybrid artists working in social justice 
contexts, Professional Development Summits, and Make + Do. Charles is also responsible for co-leading 
the design and implementation of Creative Many's creative industries research, reporting and supporting 
efforts to define public policy strategies, sector supports and investment priorities. http://www.cre-
ativemany.org

 JENNIFER WILD CZAJKOWSKI
 Vice President, Learning & Audience Engagement at the Detroit Institute of Arts
 Jennifer Wild Czajkowski is Vice President for Learning & Audience Engagement at the 
 Detroit Institute of Arts, her hometown museum. She is a member of the DIA’s strategic 
 leadership team with responsibility for gallery and exhibition interpretation and all public 

programming, including adult and family learning, school programs, art making, film, and music. A long-
time member of the DIA staff, Czajkowski has played a critical role in transitioning the DIA from an 
internally-focused institution to one that increasingly co-creates projects with museum audiences and 
includes the voices and perspectives of community members in project development.



 ELIJAH FORD
 Visual Artist
 Elijah Ford’s current work explores the way loving friendships, fleeting memories, and 
 escaping through daydream interlace. The California Native received his B.A. in Paint
 ing from Cal State San Bernardino in 2011 and MFA from California Institute of the Arts 

in 2014. A month after graduating from CalArts he moved to Detroit, knowing little about the city but 
figured it was the right place to start his art career. Upon moving to the midwest, he started working 
with One Custom City at Talking Dolls where he learned to screen print. He lives and works in his studio 
in Hamtramck, Michigan. 

 BRYCE DETROIT    @oaacdetroIt

 Emcee/Organizer
 BRYCE DETROIT. Evolutionary emcee. Pioneer of Entertainment Justice and 21st Century
 HipHop. As a culture creator, he is a national award-winning music producer and curator 
 for the O.N.E. Mile [Detroit] project. As co-founder of Detroit Afrikan Music Institution, and 

founder of Detroit Recordings Company, he uses entertainment arts and community cultural legacies to 
promote new Afrikan and Indigenous narratives, cultural literacies, and new cooperative music econo-
mies. Bryce is also a founding member of Detroit Resists.

 ABBY DOBSON    @abbydobsonsIngs

 Singer
 Abby Dobson is the 2016 Artist-in-Residence with the African American Policy Forum. A 
 Sonic Conceptualist Artist, Abby has performed at the Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 
 Apollo Theater, Blue Note, and The Tonight Show. Her CD, "Sleeping Beauty: You Are the 

One You Have Been Waiting On” was released in 2010 to rave reviews. Abby received a JD degree from 
Georgetown University Law Center and a Bachelor’s degree from Williams College. Passionate about 
using music as a tool for empathy cultivation, Abby seeks to inspire audiences to promote transforma-
tive social change. She creates music to privilege black female voices and composed "Say Her Name" in 
tribute to black women/girls lost to state violence. Abby Dobson is currently wrapping up recording for 
“Sister Outsider”, slated for release in 2017.  www.abbydobsonsings.com www.aapf.org

         DREAM HAMPTON   @dreamhampton

          Filmmaker/Writer
         dream hampton is a filmmaker, writer and organizer from Detroit



 ERIK HOWARD
 Co-Founder, Expression/Young Nation
 Erik Paul Howard is a photographer as well as co-founder of Expressions and Young  
 Nation in southwest Detroit. He combines his passion for youth and community develop
 ment with his love of photography. Using group activities such as lowriding and street 

art as a mentoring tool, Erik has been able to reach out to young people in the community of southwest 
Detroit. Erik’s photography documents his personal relationships and interactions in communities. It 
captures the excitement of people in their process of self discovery, development, and life experiences.

 BEN JOHNSON
 Performing Arts Director, LA Department of Cultural Affairs
 Ben Johnson is the Director of Performing Arts for the City of Los Angeles, Department of 
 Cultural Affairs (DCA). Previously he was the Program Manager at the Center for the Art 
 of Performance at UCLA (CAP-UCLA), Director of Programs at United States Artists, Inc.  

(Los Angeles),  Director of Northrop Concerts and Lectures at the University of Minnesota –Minneapolis, 
and  Director of Education and Audience Development at the University Musical Society (UMS) at the 
University of Michigan – Ann Arbor where he worked in Detroit for 13 years. He is affiliated with many 
artists, foundations, funders, and national and international peer institutions.

 DANIELLE JACKSON
 Co-Founder, Bronx Documentary Center
 Danielle Jackson is passionate about ideas, culture, and community. She has worked on 
 cultural and educational projects in more than 15 countries across the globe. As 
 co-founder of the Bronx Documentary Center, she pioneered new ways to bring high-cal-

iber work to underserved audiences. At Magnum Photos, she developed exhibitions for the world's 
foremost photographers, filmmakers, and museums. She has taught students of all ages through Stan-
ford in New York, New York University, and the Museum of Modern Art. Currently, she advises cultural 
institutions on community engagement and audience development strategies and is working on a series 
of lectures on visual culture and urbanism.

         LUCY HARRISON (AANUNG NÉE KWE--STAR WOMAN)   
          Bkejwanong (Walpole Island) Anishinaabe-Ojibwe Elder
         Well I'm an Activist, deliver many First Nations  Cultural, Health Care Policy & Environ
         mental Health. Played a key role in the Detroit Urban Health needs assessment in 1980. 
                    Just for starters. Currently active in ceremony, elder circles across North America.



 SACRAMENTO KNOXX    @sacramentoknoxx

 Hip Hop Artist
 Sacramento Knoxx is a worker, musician, and film maker from Southwest Detroit. Lis 
 ten to the work with your eyes, and watch with your ears, #DagWaaGin now on youtube  
 https://youtu.be/M6e-9esOIuU 

 EUN LEE    @eunleemusIc

 Producer, The Dream Unfinished
 Eun Lee is the founder of The Dream Unfinished, an Activist Orchestra which stands in
 solidarity with #BlackLivesMatter. After commemorating individuals such as Eric Garner 
 and Sandra Bland in its 2015 and 2016 seasons, TDU's 2017 season will raise awareness 

for the school-to-prison pipeline and its impact on youth of color. Eun’s work in TDU has been docu-
mented by The New York Times, WQXR, and The Huffington Post; and Eun has been invited to speak on 
TDU at New York University, the Center for Constitutional Rights, and Carnegie Hall's Weill Music Insti-
tute. Eun graduated from Northwestern University with a Bachelors in Music Education.

 JEANETTE LEE    @jeanettelx

 Executive Director, Allied Media Projects
 Jenny Lee is the Executive Director of Allied Media Projects. She has been working at the 
 intersection of media, art, technology, and social justice in Detroit for the entirety of her 
 adult life. She currently serves on the national steering committee of the Arts & Culture 

Social Justice Network.  

 JAMES KASS    @jamesjassys

 Executive Director, Youth Speaks
 James Kass is an award-winning writer, educator, producer, and media maker. He is the 
 founder and executive director of Youth Speaks, widely credited with helping to launch the 
 youth spoken word movement now made up of over 85 programs nationwide. Creator and 

co-executive producer of the seven-part HBO series Brave New Voices and HBO’s Peabody-nominated 
Brave New Voices 2010, James also served as artistic director of the PBS series Poetic License. He cu-
rated the poetry for the first ever White House Poetry Jam, and in 2010 he delivered the commencement 
speech to the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s graduating class. Core Partner, ArtChangeUS.



 WENDY LEVY     @twendywendy

 Executive Director, National Alliance for Media Arts & Culture
 Wendy’s creative work takes place at the intersection of art, innovation and social jus
 tice. As the Executive Director of the National Alliance for Media Arts and Culture, she is 
 focused on facilitating collaboration, innovation, strategic growth and social impact for the 
 global media arts field. Previously,Wendy was a Senior Consultant at Sundance, helping de-

velop the New Frontier Story Lab and the Sundance/Skoll Stories of Change Program.Wendy directed the 
MacArthur Foundation-funded Producers Institute for New Media Technologies at BAVC - the first public 
media Innovation Lab in the US. She is a featured speaker, moderator and advisor at organizations and 
venues including World Pulse, Tribeca, Skylight, and Open Society Foundation's Documentary Photogra-
phy Project. Wendy is the recipient of the Princess Grace Statue Award for distinguished contribution to 
the media arts field.

 MARÍA LÓPEZ DE LEÓN     @nalac_arts

 Executive Director, National Association of Latinos Arts and Culture
 María López De León is the Executive Director and board member of the National Asso
 caition of Latino Arts and Culture (NALAC). In 2013, President Obama appointed María to 
 serve on the National Council on the Arts. In 2012 and 2013, she was named among the 

nation's Fifty Most Powerful and Influential Peopl in the Nonprofit Arts. Ms. De León is a cultural orga-
nizer and practitioner dedicated to strengthening communities through the arts and has multiple years 
of experience working in the Latino arts field. She serves on multiple arts and culture policy panels 
and is a noted speaker and advocate for the arts, cultural equity and social and economic justice. Ms. 
De León serves on the board of the First People's Fund, the Performing Arts Alliance and is an advisory 
board member of Women of Color in the Arts. She studied Journalism at the University of Texas at El 
Paso. Core Partner, ArtChangeUS.

 BRIAN MARABLE
 Actor
 Detroit native Brian Marable first discovered his love for acting at his high school Cass 
 Tech where he was a performing arts major. He then studied at both Howard University 
 and Wayne State University. Favorite regional credits include: Dr. King in Mountaintop by 

Katori Hall, Boy Willie in Piano Lesson by August Wilson (Performance Network Theater), and Franco in  
Superior Donuts by Tracy Letts (Purple Rose Theater). Film credits include: Have a Little Faith (Hallmark 
Movie), The Citizen 2012 (Monterey media), Low Winter Sun (AMC). Brian is currently exploring writing 
for the stage in a collaborative play titled Grow which looks at marijuana law & property rights with 
4Theatrsake, a Detroit based theater company.  Life credits include father, son, brother, Detroiter.



 DYLAN AT MINER    @dylanatmIner

 Visual Artist
 Dylan Miner is a Wiisaakodewinini (Métis) artist, activist, and scholar. He is Director of 
 American Indian and Indigenous Studies and Associate Professor in the Residential 
 College in the Arts and Humanities at Michigan State University. An adjunct curator at 

the MSU Museum, he is a founding member of the Justseeds artists collective, and on the board of the 
Michigan Indian Education Council. Miner has published extensively and exhibited widely. He holds a PhD 
from The University of New Mexico and his book Creating Aztlán: Chicano Art, Indigenous Sovereignty, 
and Lowriding Across Turtle Island was published in 2014 by the University of Arizona Press.

 ALESIA MONTGOMERY
 Scholar
 Alesia Montgomery is an urban ethnographer who explores the crossplace of communi
 ty, nature, technology & memory.  She writes and lectures on black urban regimes, urban 
 greening, social media, and social theory.  Alesia has taught at Michigan State University 

and CUNY-Queens, and she has collaborated with research teams at the UCLA Center on the Everyday 
Lives of Families and at the American Institutes for Research.  Born in South L.A., she received her Ph.D. 
in sociology from UC Berkeley. Website: https://alesiamontgomery.wordpress.com

 JESSICA CARE MOORE
 Poet
 jessica Care moore is the CEO of Moore Black Press, Executive Producer of Black WOMEN 
 Rock!, and founder of the Jess Care Moore Foundation.  An internationally renowned inter
 disciplinary poet, recording artist, educator and activist, she is a 2016 Kresge Arts Fellow 

and a 2013 Alain Locke Award Recipient from the DIA. moore is the author of The Words Don’t Fit in My 
Mouth, The Alphabet Verses The Ghetto, God is Not an American, Sunlight Through Bullet Holes, and of 
a forthcoming collection of poems and visual art installation, We Want Our Bodies Back, that honors 
the life of Sandra Bland. A proud native Detroiter,  jessica Care moore first came to national television 
prominence when she won the the legendary “It’s Showtime at the Apollo” competition a record breaking 
five times in a row, with a poem.

 KYLE T. MAYS    @mays_kyle

 Historian
 Kyle T. Mays (Black/Saginaw Anishinaabe) is a transdisciplinary historian of urban history, 
 Critical Ethnic Studies, and Afro-Indigenous Studies. Currently a postdoctoral fellow in the 
 Department of History at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, he is working on 

a book titled, Indigenous Detroit: Indigeneity, Gender, and Race and the Making of a Modern American 
City, which examines the role that Indigenous people and representations of them played in the devel-
opment of 20th century Detroit.



 JUANITA MOORE    @juanItamoorechw
 Director, Charles H. Wirght Museum 
 Juanita Moore is a museum professional with 40 years of experience, having served as a 
 curator, educator, administrator and museum planner with three national museums. Ms. 
 Moore is the current President & CEO of the Charles H. Wright Museum of African Amer-

ican History (Detroit, MI), the largest museum of its kind in the nation. Prior to assuming her current 
post, she served as Executive Director of the American Jazz Museum and the Gem Theater located in the 
18th & Vine Historic District (Kansas City, MO).  

 MARGARET MORTON
 Program Officer, Ford Foundation
 Margaret Morton is part of the Creativity and Free Expression team at the Ford Foundation 
 and has supported grant making in the arts and other forms of cultural expression. Pre
 viously, she was deputy commissioner of the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs 

and also served as the department’s general counsel. Prior to her work in the arts and cultural sec-
tor, Margaret served as counsel to the US Senate Committee on the Judiciary, where she helped enact 
civil rights legislation and worked on immigration reform and judicial nominations. She also managed 
education, labor relations, and the equal employment opportunity portfolio for the New York State court 
system. Margaret earned her juris doctorate from Georgetown University Law Center and her bachelor's 
degree, in dance and American history, from Barnard College.

 REBECCA MWASE     @mwasereb

 Theater Artist
 Rebecca is a Zimbabwean-American theater artist, creative consultant, producer, and  
 cultural organizer. She crafts spaces for youth and people of color to gain a sense of 
 place and identity through the creation of art. She has trained with ArtSpot Productions, 

Dah Theater, Urban Bush Women, and Junebug Productions in performance, devising, directing and 
story-telling. Rebecca’s process weaves stories, songs, and movement into a tapestry that entices au-
diences to connect, discuss, struggle and question their relationships – to each other, to memory, and 
to their bodies. Rebecca’s most recent works are her solo piece Looking at A Broad, Last Call’s Alleged 
Lesbian Activities, and ArtSpot Productions’ Cry You One. She is a co-director of LOUD (New Orleans 
Queer Youth Theater).



 TAWANA "HONEYCOMB" PETTY
 POET
 Tawana “Honeycomb” Petty is a mother, organizer, youth advocate, poet and author. She 
 was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan and is intricately involved in water rights, digital 
 justice and visionary organizing work in Detroit. Tawana is a past recipient of the Spirit of 

Detroit Award, Woman of Substance Award, Women Creating Caring Communities Award, Detroit Awe-
some Award and was recognized as one of Who's Who in Black Detroit in 2013 and 2015.  She is the 
author of Introducing Honeycomb and is due to release her second book, Coming Out My Box in August 
2016. Visit honeycombthepoet.com for more info.

 LINETTE POPOFF-PARKS
 Musician
 Linette Popoff-Parks, Professor and Chair of music at Madonna University, is a performing 
 member of the Tuesday Musicale of Detroit, performed with local and national artists, and 
 has premiered works by local composers such as Elaine Lebenbaum. She has entertained 

audiences at Chamber Music at the Scarab Club with works of female composers like Clara Schumann, 
Amy Beach, Mel Bonis, & Elfrida Andree. Linette is a member of the College Music Society, Livonia Area 
Piano Teachers Guild, the Michigan Music Teachers Association & Music Teacher National Association. 
Most recently, she was nominated for a Grammy Music Educator Award for 2015.

 RON RAGIN
 Singer
 I write, sing, compose, and make interdisciplinary performance work that integrates 
 sound, text, and movement. My creative interests include music of the African Diaspora, 
 embodied ancestral memory, improvisational creative processes, liberation aesthetics, 

and the development and maintenance of spiritual technologies. I grew up in Perry, Georgia and received 
my musical training at the Saint James CME Church. I’ve had the honor of performing with brilliant 
souls like Amara Tabor-Smith and Grisha Coleman, studying my crafts with luminaries such as Joy 
Harjo and Brenda Wong Aoki, and performing as a soloist on Christopher Tin’s Grammy Award-winning 
album Calling All Dawns. For more than seven years, I worked in the field of arts philanthropy as a 
program officer at the Hewlett Foundation and Robert Rauschenberg Foundation. 

 RYAN MYERS-JOHNSON
 Founder/Curator, Sidewalk Festival of Performing Arts
 Ryan Myers – Johnson is an arts administrator, dance educator and curator of place-
 based performance. She received her Bachelor of Arts in Dance and Film from the Uni
 versity of Michigan. Ryan has extensive experience in event planning, arts administration, 

management and leadership, stemming from her many years working in the feature film industry and 
dance production. After completing the obligatory traveling “muse” phase of her arts career, Ryan re-
turned home to Detroit. Having grown tired of the “Ruin Porn” dialogue and cultural gate-keeping around 
arts access, Ryan founded Sidewalk as means to celebrate the city that nurtured her artistic practice. 
All of this was made possible by her exposure to arts in Detroit. Through Sidewalk, Ryan hopes to show 
people the magic Detroit that she knows best.



 FOX RICH    @foxrIch

 Author
 Speak, Fox Rich! She is known across the country as The Realist Speaker of the 21st Cen
 tury. Her audiences shout out loud, Speak, Fox Rich, when the word that she shares  
 challenges or connects with their own experiences. Fox Rich is a formally-incarcerated 

woman, a prisoner’s wife, a mother of six sons and the matriarch of the Rich family. They have endured 
19 years of incarceration together. She speaks both nationally and internationally on subjects ranging 
from love to politics. Her messages are filled with images of self-awareness, courage and conviction  
as she compels the listening audience to understand that mass incarceration is slavery and should be 
abolished. 

 FAVIANNA RODRIGUEZ    @favIanna

 Visual Artist
 Favianna Rodriguez is an interdisciplinary artist, cultural organizer, and political activist 
 based in Oakland, California. Her art and collaborative projects address migration, eco
 nomic inequality, gender justice, and ecology. Rodriguez lectures globally on the power of 

art, cultural organizing and technology to inspire social change, and leads art interventions in commu-
nities around the country. She is the Executive Director of CultureStr/k, a national arts organization that 
engages artists, writers and performers in migrant rights. Core Partner, ArtChangeUS.

 GARTH ROSS    @ethospherIcal

 VP for Community Engagement, John F. Kennedy Center
 Garth Ross is the Vice President for Community Engagement at the John F. Kennedy Center 
 for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., where he has produced over 5,000 perfor
 mances featuring artists from all fifty states and over fifty countries.  He is responsible 

for the Millennium Stage daily, free performance series, as well as many other notable projects and 
festivals including "Joyful Sounds: Gospel Across America," "Look Both Ways: Street Arts Across Amer-
ica," "American Voices with Renee Fleming," "One Mic: Hip Hop Culture Worldwide," and "Finding a Line: 
Skateboarding, Music and Media."  Garth received his BA in English Literature and Music from Connecti-
cut College, and is a Henry Crown Fellow of the Aspen Institute.

 JACKIE SUMELL    @jackIesumell

 Artist
 Jackie Sumell is a multidisciplinary artist inspired most by the lives of everyday people. 
 Her work speaks to both traditional artist communities and those historically marginal
 ized from the political process. Her work with Herman Wallace is the subject of the Emmy 

Award Winning documentary Herman's House. In the wake of Herman's death she continues to speak 
about her work, the use of prolonged solitary confinement and passionately presents an experienced 
vision to end its practice. She received a B.S. from the College of Charleston, and M.F.A. from Stan-
ford University. Ms Sumell currently resides in New Orleans Louisiana where she continues to work on 
Herman's House, Solitary Gardens and several other advocacy based projects. She is 2013 Soros Justice 
Fellow and adjunct faculty at Dillard University.



  MYRTLE THOMPSON-CURTIS
  Food Justice Organizer
  Myrtle Thompson-Curtis a life-long Detroiter.  Mother and grandmother, concerned 
 citizen and neighbor, Co-founder of Feedom Freedom Growers Garden.  Program of Cook
 ing Fresh Workshops as well as a Board Member of the bogg’s Center to Nurture Commu-

nity Leadership. 

 STERLING TOLES
 Sound Artist
 Sterling Toles is a sonic and visual artist that emerged from Detroit's hip hop scene.   
 He was educated completely in Detroit's Cass Corridor before attending the College for 
 Creative Studies where he received a BFA in Illustration. Seeing the creative process as 

the seed of collective healing, his personal creativity has led him to creating media projects with youth 
through Detroit Summer, and art therapy with youth in the Rosa Parks youth Program. His beginnings as 
a hip hop artist have evolved into producing music for acts essential to Detroit's music community such 
as Boldy James, and Invincible. He has scored short films and documentaries including Our School and 
Brewster Douglass: You're My Brother. Sterling uses visual and audio expression as a process of tran-
scending identity to cultivate the ubiquity of love. His work is a means to undo conditioning to allow
the purest reception of the intuitive voice. Sterling is a 2016 Kresge Fellow.

 TIFFANY THOMPSON
 Actor
 Classically trained, Tiffany has played roles from Shakespeare to August Wilson, working 
 in major American repertory theaters, on and Off-Broadway, as well as cast in recurring 
 roles for daytime and primetime TV. Tiffany's recent credits include Raisin in the Sun, The 

Great Gatsby, One Man Two Governor's, and Romeo & Juliet. Tiffany received a BFA from SUNY Purchase, 
Conservatory of Theater Arts & Film. She also studied various acting techniques with Dean Irby & David 
Bridel. She was also cast as Matti Campbell opposite Teagle F. Bougere in Jo Turner's Come and Gone, 
directed by Del Roy Lindo.Tiffany is anticipating completion of a MFA in May, 2017: Hilberry Professional 
Acting Company at Wayne State University.

 VICKY HOLT TAKAMINE    @vIckytakamIne

 Kumu Hula
 Vicky Holt Takamine is a graduate of Kamehameha Schools and received her BA and MA in 
 dance ethnology from the University of Hawai‘i. In 1975, she graduated as kumu hula 
 (master teacher of Hawaiian dance) from Maiki Aiu Lake. In 1977, Vicky established her 

halau hula (school of Hawaiian dance), Pua Ali'i 'Ilima. In 2001, she established PA'I Foundation to pro-
tect and preserve Native Hawaiian cultural traditions and the natural and cultural resources of Hawai'i 
for future generations. She is executive director of PA'I Foundation and a lecturer at the University of 
Hawai'i at Manoa. Core Partner, ArtChangeUS.



 PAIGE WATKINS
 Co-Chair, Black Youth Project 100
 paige watkins is a queer, nonbinary educator, student, artist and organizer from Detroit.  
 They co-created the Black Bottom Archives, an online magazine and community space 
 for Black Detroiters. Currently, they work with students at the James & Grace Lee Boggs 

School, and co-chair the Detroit chapter of Black Youth Project 100 (BYP100).

 RON WATTERS
 Visual Artist
 Ron Watters is a product designer, artist, and educator. He is the owner and founder of 
 One Custom City and SCIDE Design. He has taught socially-minded entrepreneurship and 
 graphic design as an instructor with Detroit Future Media, a project of the Detroit Digital 
Justice Coalition and Allied Media Projects. Ron was a 2014 artist-in-residence at Detroit 

Community Schools as part of Detroit Connections and has served on the Advisory Board for the Detroit 
Design Festival. He is a member of the Move the Crowd True+Paid+Good Academy and holds a B.A. in 
Industrial Design from the University of Michigan.

 JOHN MCLAUGHLIN WILLIAMS
 Conductor/Violinist
 Conductor-Violinist John McLaughlin Williams is a four-time GRAMMY nominee, and the 
 first African-American orchestral conductor to be awarded a GRAMMY. His recordings 
 appear on the Naxos, TNC and Sono Luminus labels, and have received international ac-

claim from Gramophone Magazine, International Record Review, Fanfare, and Diapason. Past conducting 
engagements include appearances with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Colorado Symphony, National 
Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine, Classic FM Orchestra Bulgaria, and the Chicago Sinfonietta. John is also 
active as violin soloist and chamber musician, and he has appeared as soloist with the Boston Pops 
Esplanade Orchestra, National Symphony, Portland Symphony, Virginia Symphony and others. 

 RISË WILSON     @2facIlItate

  Director of Philanthropy, Robert Rauschenberg Foundation
 Risë Wilson is the inaugural Director of Philanthropy for the Robert Rauschenberg Founda
 tion. As a member of the foundation's senior leadership team, she is spearheading the de
 sign of a grants program that embodies the fearlessness, innovation, and multidisci-
plinary approach Rauschenberg demonstrated in both his artistic practice and charita-

ble endeavors. Before entering the field of cultural philanthropy, Ms. Wilson founded The Laundromat 
Project, an award-winning organization that mounts public art projects and other art programs in local 
laundromats as a way to help neighborhoods like Bed-Stuy, Harlem, and the South Bronx amplify their 
creative power. Her seventeen-year tenure in arts and culture includes roles at the Ford Foundation, 
Parsons: the New School for Design, MoMA, and the International Center for Photography. She holds a BA 
from Columbia University and an MA from NYU.



 AMER ZAHR     @amerzahr

 Comedian
 Amer Zahr is an Arab-American comedian, speaker, writer, and adjunct professor at Uni
 versity of Detroit Mercy School of Law. He has headlined packed houses at New York 
 City’s world-famous Carnegie Hall and the John F Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  

He is the founder of producer of the “1001 Laughs Ramallah Comedy Festival,” a production in Palestine, 
as well as the annual “1001 Laughs Dearborn Comedy Festival” in Dearborn, Michigan, in partnership 
with the Arab American National Museum. He is also the filmmaker of “We’re Not White,” a comedic and 
informative approach to the Arab-American struggle to get a box on the United States Census Form. 
Amer is the author of the well-read blog “The Civil Arab,” as well as his first book, “Being Palestinian 
Makes Me Smile.” Amer holds an MA in Middle East Studies and a JD (law degree), both from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

 NYASIA VALDEZ
 Program Manager, Young Nation
 Nyasia Valdez is a lifelong Southwest Detroiter who identifies as queer, Black, and Mexi 
 can. Her activism began with youth led immigrant justice organizing through One Michi
 gan, and she was part of a sit in at the Detroit Obama campaign office in 2012 to demand 

an executive order for a halt on deportations. As programs manager of Young Nation she coordinates 
community led participatory design in Southwest Detroit, rooted in art and social justice. As co-coordi-
nator of a citywide youth social justice network she connects youth led organizers across intersecting 
issues and neighborhoods. A commitment to activism runs in Nyasia's family and is deeply inspired to 
do this work by generations of relatives. Nyasia is also a connoisseur of hot sauce and was the champi-
on of her high school's jalapeno eating contest.

 ROBERT VAN LEER
 Senior Vice President of Artistic Planning, Kennedy Center
 Robert began his arts administration career in the programming office at Lincoln Center. 
 His next role at The Wigmore Hall offered the opportunity for a move to London to join a 
 new team at the Barbican Centre, in a new post as Head of Music. Robert was part of a 

leadership team which over the subsequent decade and half transformed the programme at the Barbi-
can. In 2011 he moved to Holland, to be Managing Director of the internationally renowned Nederlandse 
Dans Theatre. In 2015, he accepted the new post of Senior Vice President of Artistic Planning at the 
Kennedy Center.  



ARTS IN A CHANGING AMERICA STAFF

ROBERTA UNO     @roberta_uno

Director
Roberta Uno is a theater director and the Director of Arts in a Changing America, a nation-
al project on changing demographics and the arts based at the California Institute of the 
Arts. She was the Program Officer and then Senior Program Officer for Arts and Culture at 

the Ford Foundation 2002-2015. From 1979-2002, she was the founder and Artistic Director of the New 
WORLD Theater, at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and a Professor of directing and dra-
maturgy. New WORLD Theater worked at the intersection of artistic practice, community engagement, 
scholarship, and activism toward a vision of a ‘new world’—one that broke the confines of multicultur-
alism and was an artistic harbinger of America’s shifting demographics.  A member of the Society of 
Stage Directors and Choreographers, she is currently collaborating on new works with artists including 
Dahlak Brathwaite and Dionna Daniel. Her publications include The Color Of Theater: Race, Culture, 
and Contemporary Performance, UK: Continuum Press, 2002; Unbroken Thread: Plays by Asian American 
Women, Amherst: UMass Press, 1993. She is the editor of new editions in 2015 of Monologues for Actors 
of Color: Women and Monologues for Actors of Color: Men, UK: Routledge and the forthcoming Contem-
porary Plays By Women of Color, UK: Routledge.

KRISTEN ADELE CAHOUN
Program Director
Kristen Adele Calhoun is the Program Director of Arts in a Changing America. As an actor, 
writer, and cultural organizer, her work exists at the intersection of activism and chal-
lenging the status quo. She served on the leadership council of Artist 4 Change NYC, an 

artist-run collective dedicated to making a positive impact in communities through activism, connecting 
allies, and sharing the tools necessary for making change. From 2014-2015, she worked as a consultant 
for the Arts and Culture portfolio of the Ford Foundation. She is currently co-writing Canfield Drive, a 
play about Ferguson, Missouri under the commission of 651 Arts in Brooklyn and The St. Louis Black 
Repertory Theatre.  A native of Dallas, Texas, she is a graduate of the University of North Texas and the 
Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers University and currently calls Harlem her home.  
(www.KristenAdele.net)



DANIELA ALVAREZ
REFRAME Content Curator
Daniela Alvarez received her BA in The History and Theory of Contemporary Art from San 
Francisco Art Institute and is completing her thesis for her Master’s Degree from the 
Aesthetics and Politics Master’s Program at CalArts. Her research focuses on performance 

art and the use of an artist’s body to resist and challenge political and social constructs. Her activities 
include the staging of public interventions, program production in a pirate radio station, and baking. A 
native of Los Angeles, Daniela is also an alumni and program representative for the LAUSD Korean/En-
glish Dual Language Program that promotes early bilingual education in public schools.

KASSANDRA KHALIL
Program Associate
Kassandra Khalil is the Program Associate at Arts in a Changing America. Concentrating 
on Caribbean Communities and the culture of resistance while at NYU’s Gallatin School 
of Individualized Study, Kassandra channeled this interest into organizing arts program-
ming for the Haitian community. She served as Program Coordinator at Brooklyn-based 

nonprofit Haiti Cultural Exchange from 2012-2014 and currently works at FiveMyles Gallery as a Media 
Consultant. Her interests in cultural programming focus on visual arts engagement, cross-cultural, and 
cross-generational connection building. As an artist, her work follows her Haitian cultural identity while 
evoking a humorous perspective of life in New York. Raised in Tampa, Florida, Kassandra now lives in 
Crown Heights, Brooklyn.

ELIZABETH WEBB
Creative Producer
Elizabeth Webb is the Creative Producer for Arts in a Changing America. An artist and 
filmmaker, her work is invested in issues surrounding race and identity, often using the 
lens of her own family history of migration and racial passing to explore larger, systemic 

constructs. She recently completed a hybrid documentary film that traces the production and construc-
tion of racial identities within a family (her own) where members operate on both sides of the “color 
line.” Elizabeth holds a BA from the University of Virginia and a dual MFA in Film/Video and Photogra-
phy/Media at California Institute of the Arts. She currently resides in New York and is participating in 
the Whitney Independent Study Studio Program for the 2016-2017 term.



RATRI ANINDYAJATI
CalArts, Producing Fellow
Ratri Anindyajati is a creative producer and cultural manager from Jakarta, Indonesia, and 
currently based in Los Angeles. Her background of work included supervising the produc-
ing department at the Indonesian Dance Festival (IDF – Jakarta’s biannual international 

performing arts festival), and leading organizational involvements with the Salihara Theater, a multi-
disciplinary arts center in Jakarta. Ratri holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and is currently 
a candidate of MFA in Creative Producing at the California Institute of the Arts. Her main interest is 
to lead, produce and engage in local and international collaboration as well as multilateral cultural 
exchange and cooperation for arts and culture projects of sustaining significance.

FREDERICK DOUGLAS RAMSEY JR.
CalArts, Performing Arts Fellow
A native of Baltimore, Maryland, Frederick Douglas Ramsey Jr. attended Frostburg State 
University where he received his degree in Liberal Studies focused in Sociology and Afri-
can American History with a minor in Theatre (Acting). Before entering the MFA program in 

Acting at CalArts, Fred worked in the Pittsburgh Public School system as an educator. There he taught 
African American History, served as Strength and Conditioning Coach for all athletic teams, and Assis-
tant Basketball Coach. Frederick is dedicated to empowering youth and serving his community through 
public service along with the utilization of his artistic gifts.

KAPENA ALAPAI
Program Affiliate
Kapena Alapai is from Pu'uanahulu Hawai'i. He graduated from Ka Haka 'Ula O Ke'elikolani 
Hawaiian Language College at University of Hawai'i at Hilo and recently finished a Mas-
ter’s degree in Arts and Cultural Management from Pratt Institute. He is a graphic artist, 

arts administrator, and cultural practitioner whose passions have always been centered around Art and 
Hawaiian Studies. With a background in arts and culture education, and he is always looking for ways 
to connect these two fields. He works with passion, dedication, and an open mind to new possibilities 
that a strong collaboration can bring.



JAZMIN URREA
CalArts, Media Production Fellow
Raised in Compton for 9 years of her life before residing in Watts, Jazmin Urrea attended 
CSU Long Beach where she obtained a BFA in Photography with a Minor in Human Re-
sources. Urrea’s work is known for having “her face on everything,” because she turns the 

camera on herself. Her images are not self-portraits; rather she uses herself as a vessel to challenge 
cultural pressures Latina women face. These events illuminate themes of identity, race, and gender 
through the use of exaggerated stereotypes in her work. Urrea is currently working in Los Angeles and 
pursuing her MFA in Photography and Media at CalArts.

ABIGAIL SALLING
CalArts, Arts Management Fellow
Originally from Sonoma County, California, Abigail Salling is a BFA in the Creative Pro-
ducing and Management program at California Institute of the Arts. At CalArts, she is the 
Chief of Staff of the Students’ Union, sits on Academic Council as a student representative 

with faculty, and serves as the only student representative on the Presidential Search Committee. She 
hopes to go into arts policy after graduation.



LIVE STREAMING ORGANIZATION

Dance Place, Washington, D.C.

Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, MI

National Endowment for the Arts, Washington, D.C.

Nickelodeon Theatre, Columbia, SC

Philadelphia Mural Arts, Philadelphia, PA

Calarts, Valencia, CA



SPECIAL THANKS TO

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DETROIT COLLABORATORS: DEV-
ON AKMON, CEZANNE CHALES, ILL WEAVER, JUANITA MOORE, YOLANDA 

HOLDER, JESSICA BROWN, REBA, MICHAEL REYES.
THANK YOU TO OUR CORE PARTNER P. CARL AND HOWLROUND, TO THE FU-
TURE CONVERSATION VENUES, TO THE NALAC STAFF: ADRIANA, GABRIEL, 
MARIA, AND ALL OF NALAC, TO OUR FUNDERS, DARREN WALKER, MAR-
GARET MORTON, JERRY MALDONADO, AND THE DETROIT COMMITTEE OF 
THE FORD FOUNDATION, EMILY DALY, ELIZABETH WOODSON, ANNE-MA-
RIE BURGOYNE, GEORGE JACOBSEN, MAURINE KNIGHTON, JESSI BURGER 
FROM CEL, JENNIFER WHITE, THE STAFF AT CALARTS: JUDY MCGINN-
IS,  DONNA ARII, PATRICIA GONZALEZ, THE STUDENT'S UNION, THE OF-
FICE OF THE PROVOST, STEVEN LAVINE, RAGESHWAR GOLDBERG, JAMES 
WOLKEN, THE AMP STAFF, JENNY LEE, SALVATOR SALORT-PONS, SARAH 
UMLES, RISË WILSON, GOOD BAKES AND CAKES, ROYAL LIMOSINES, RO-
CHELLE, CHINA SMITH, STEPHANIE ROBERTS, PARTICIPATING VENDORS, 
MITOS DÖNER, WE GOT YOU, DRIFTER'S COFFEE, DETROIT MINI-DONUTS, 

LONCHERIA EL PARIAN AND THE ROBERTS RIVERWALK HOTEL.









INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

ARTS IN A CHANGING AMERICA FUNDERS


