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Welcome
Trey Hartt, Maurice Jackson, & Rebecca Keel
Welcome to ROOTS Weekend-Richmond. 
We first acknowledge and honor that the land on 
which we gather has been cared for and inhabited for 
thousands of years. By 1607, when English colonists 
came to the Americas, 20,000 Algonquian-speaking 
peoples flourished throughout the Central Virginia region alone.1 In talking 
about creating a world without prisons, we must acknowledge that the practice 
of rewriting history, creating false narratives that support white supremacy, has 
been an embedded practice in this country since before its founding. We honor 
and lift up all the federally recognized tribes in this region – The Chickahominy, 
Chickahominy Eastern Division, Mattaponi, Monacan, Nansemond, Pamunkey, 
Rappahannock, and the Upper Mattaponi – as well as the history and lives of 
the many more tribes untold and lost to systemic oppression. 
There is no coincidence that we gather in Richmond, Virginia, the former capital 
of the Confederate States of America, to address one of the biggest civil rights 
crises of our time: mass incarceration and the Prison Industrial Complex. From 
the genocide of the First Peoples of this land and the first steps of enslaved 
Africans onto the shores of Virginia 400 years ago to today, we continue a long 
legacy of resistance and resilience.
How can we radically reimagine a future without prisons? A future not 
based on the carceral state, but rather one that values humans over profits, 
restorative justice over punitive justice, community accountability rather than 
police surveillance. What is our role as artists, cultural workers, organizers, 
and policy makers in dismantling this system? 
This weekend you’ll hear stories of pain and struggle and also of hope and 
resilience. Theatre will help us confront the legacy of racism. LGBTQ+ youth 
will walk us through the intersectionality of sexual orientation, gender identity, 
and the juvenile justice system. We’ll use breath and sound to explore freedom, 
performance to make sense of statistics, and visual art to map youth away 
from the adult criminal justice system. As Spirithouse has been lifting up in 
their Southern Regional Book Study, our work is not just about dismantling the 
system – we are here to imagine the world we want to build in its place. 
If you identify as an abolitionist, a reformer, an activist, or a community member, 
if you are an artist by any form, a dancer, a poet, or a freedom fighter, and if 
you are just coming to your own understanding of this work, welcome! Let’s 
build community, challenge each other, sing, dance, and break bread together. 
In solidarity,
Trey Hartt, Alternate ROOTS Executive Committee President
Maurice Jackson & Rebecca Keel, Richmond Local Coordinators
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Roberta Uno, Director, ArtChangeUS
Warm greetings to all at ROOTS Weekend-Richmond! 
On behalf of the Arts in a Changing America team and 
Core Partners, thank you to Carlton, Wendy, Ashley, 
and Alternate ROOTS for inviting us to Richmond and 
the opportunity to collaborate, learn together, and grow 
stronger in our work and spirits. We are honored to contribute ArtChangeUS 
REMAP: Richmond, a pre-conference and co-curated events that connect 
the deep work of ROOTS members and communities with peer artists and 
changemakers from within and beyond the region. 
This year marks the 75th Anniversary of Executive Order 9066 which sent 
120,000 Japanese Americans, the majority U.S. citizens, to American 
concentration camps, many of them on appropriated First Nation’s reservation 
lands. Today, we are stunned by the fury of Executive Orders and vitriol which 
similarly target based on race, threaten our human rights, and uphold a system 
of inequality. We are here to draw from our histories, find our intersections, 
and help shape our collective future. We are uplifted by the enduring legacy 
of Southern resistance and leadership embodied by Alternate ROOTS artists 
and communities – and look forward with joy to spending time together.
Me ke aloha pumehana,
Roberta Uno, Director, ArtChangeUS, California Institute of the Arts
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Alternate ROOTS  is an organization based 
in the Southern USA whose mission is to support 
the creation and presentation of original art, in all 
its forms, which is rooted in a particular community 
of place, tradition, or spirit. As a coalition of cultural 
workers, we strive to be allies in the elimination of 
all forms of oppression. ROOTS is committed to 
social and economic justice and the protection of 
the natural world, and addresses these concerns 
through its programs and services.

ROOTS was founded in 1976 in order to meet the distinct needs of artists who 
work for social justice, and artists who create work by, for, about, and within 
communities of place, tradition, affiliation, and spirit. Originally an acronym for 
“Regional Organization of Theaters South”, ROOTS quickly established itself 
as a thought leader in the field of community-based arts and the only regional 
collective of artists committed to social and economic justice. In response to 
the needs of the growing field of community-based arts, ROOTS evolved to a 
multidisciplinary member-based and artist-driven organization. Member artists 
develop programs, and ROOTS provides resources for the needs of these 
socially conscious artists.

ROOTS Weekend-Richmond is the fifth of six regional gatherings 
that Alternate ROOTS is convening throughout the South from 2015-2017. 
Through the theme of Creating a World Without Prisons, and in partnership 
with ArtChangeUS, ART 180, and RIHD, we take a close, critical look at the 
U.S. prison industrial complex – the largest system of incarceration in the 
world. ROOTS Weekend-Richmond aims to lift up artist-activists who are 
working towards a world where prisons are a thing of the past.

ROOTS Weekends are a condensed version of ROOTS Week, our signature 
gathering. These three-day convenings bring artists, organizers, and cultural 
workers together to build community and share work through performance 
and visual arts, workshops and dialogues. ROOTS Weekends deepen our 
collective understanding of the work of social change by celebrating artists and 
organizers who are working within communities to develop creative solutions 
to long-standing issues.

About Alternate ROOTS & 
ROOTS Weekends
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Art 180
ART 180 gives young people the chance to express 
themselves through art, and to share their stories with 
others. We create and provide art-related programs 
to young people living in challenging circumstances, 
encouraging personal and community change 
through self-expression. Our programs include a 
network of afterschool arts programs at schools 
and community centers; Atlas, Richmond’s only art 
center for teens and youth art gallery; and Performing Statistic, a program 
connecting incarcerated youth to artists, activists, and policy experts to 
transform Virginia’s juvenile justice system. 

ArtChangeUS
ArtChangeUS: Arts in a Changing America is 
a new, five-year initiative that seeks to explore 
and understand the dramatic demographic 
transformation of the United States and its 
profound impact on arts and culture. Based 
out of the California Institute of the Arts, 
ArtChangeUS is creating a vast network of 
relevant organizations, artists, scholars, idea producers, and resource people 
across sectors to reframe the national arts conversation at the intersection of 
arts and social justice. Through a carefully curated series of special events, 
performances, presentations, and conferences, ArtChangeUS will serve as 
an urgently needed catalyst that brings unheard, leadership voices in the arts 
to the forefront of social discourse, arts production, and community change.

RIHD
Founded by Lillie Branch-Kennedy, Resource 
Information Help for the Disadvantaged & 
Disenfranchised (RIHD) is an award-winning, 
all-volunteer statewide organization committed 
to eradicating racial bias from the criminal 
justice sentencing process. 

RIHD founded the Mobile Justice Tour in 2013, to bring criminal justice reform 
advocates to various locations around the state where workshops are held 
to train and encourage participants to work to reduce the level of societal 
disenfranchisement of people with a criminal record in Virginia.

ROOTS Weekend-Richmond 
Partner Organizations    



As part of ROOTS’ community-building practice, we are intentional about 
the ways in which we gather together and share space. These meeting 
agreements are an evolving snapshot of practices we use to cultivate equity, 
community, and wellness when we convene as a group. They are by no means 
a requirement for every gathering, nor are they ever complete. As you get 
together throughout the weekend, please feel free to use these agreements 
as a starting point and add/change/invent new language to better serve the 
unique needs of your group.

Meeting Agreements

At the beginning of meetings/workshops/etc., we create a meeting contract. 
This agreement includes everything from emotional needs to physical requests 
in order to keep us together and moving as a cohesive, productive group. It 
can include things like:

• Include the pronouns you use when you introduce yourself. (More on 
this at the bottom of p.7)
• Use “I” statements: speak from your own experience and feelings.
• Take care of yourself and your own needs.
• Avoid alphabet soup/coded language; don’t assume everyone knows 
what acronyms or buzzwords mean.
• Seek first to understand; assume good intent.
• Leave the space in better shape than you found it. 
• Come forward, come back; if you’re participating a lot, make 
space for others to have a turn; if you’re not participating very much, 
challenge yourself to do so.
• Take stretch breaks and creatively use your body whenever possible!
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Assigned Roles

At the beginning of a meeting/workshop, we assign roles. Some of these 
roles are already in place (e.g. workshops are facilitated by the artist/activist 
who proposed that session) and not every role is necessary for every kind 
of gathering (e.g. a dance workshop may not need a note taker). Roles can 
include:

• Facilitator: knows the goals and objectives of the session and keeps 
everyone on point toward that end.
• Co-Facilitator: jumps in when the facilitator needs help, often will 
also keep “the stack” or “queue” (the list of people who are waiting to 
speak).
• Time Keeper: is aware of how much time has been allotted for an 
exercise/discussion item and gives verbal or visual cues when time is 
coming to a close.
• Public Scribe: takes notes publically on butcher paper/chalkboard/etc.
• Note Taker: takes notes for archival purposes on computer.
• Emotions Monitor: keeps a temperature reading on the room. If things 
get heated, suggests a breathing exercise, bio-break, etc. If the group 
moves through a hard piece successfully, suggests a celebratory 
moment.
• Door Keeper: greets latecomers or those who have had to leave and 
come back; catches them up on what the group has been discussing so 
the session does not have to stop with each new entry.

Check-ins/Check-outs

Generally, as time and agenda allow, meetings/workshops begin with a check-in 
and end with a check-out. Individuals are invited to say what’s going on in 
their neck of the woods, or in what physical, spiritual, or emotional state they’re 
entering or leaving the space. This process can be shortened creatively by 
asking participants to use one word, movement, a song title, or some other 
abbreviating concept to capture an energetic reading.

Being Mindful of Pronouns

We encourage everyone sharing space with us this weekend to identify the 
pronouns you use on your nametag. Being intentional about sharing pronouns 
and attentive to using folks’ correct pronouns is a way to make the space at 
ROOTS Weekend more welcoming and affirming to gender non-conforming, 
transgender, and genderqueer folks. If being mindful of pronouns is new to you, 
this weekend is a wonderful chance to make this part of your practice!
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Contact Information 

To reach a ROOTS staff member, call the office number, 404-577-1079, and 
dial the extension of the person you need to speak with. You will be rerouted 
to their cell phone. Programs Manager, Wendy Shenefelt, is the primary point 
of contact, please try her first. 

Wendy Shenefelt, Programs Manager: x306
Ashley Walden Davis, Managing Director: x304
Paige Heurtin, Operations Manager: x305
Nicole Gurgel-Seefeldt, Communications Manager: x303

Venues

University of Richmond-Downtown
626 E Broad St., Suite 100 
Richmond, VA 23219
Paid parking available across Broad 
St. and on 6th St.

ART 180
114 W Marshall St.
Richmond, VA 23220
Street parking available

Diversity Center Richmond
1407 Sherwood Ave.
Richmond, VA 23220
Free parking on site

Virginia Commonwealth University
1000 Floyd Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23220
Academic Learning Commons
Room 1107 
Parking available at VCU’s Main 
Street lot: 801 West Main Street.

The Hippodrome
528 N 2nd St. 
Richmond, VA 23219
Parking available across the street; 
Look for the RW/E-Richmond sign!

Important Information

Hotels

Courtyard Richmond West
6400 W Broad St. 
Richmond, VA 23230
804-282-1881

Linden Row Inn
100 East Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23219
804-783-7000

HI Richmond Hostel
7 North Second Street
Richmond, VA 23219
804-729-5410
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Schedule of Events
Thursday April 20, 2017

12-4 pm: Community Lunch & ArtChangeUS REMAP: Richmond
University of Richmond-Downtown | 626 E Broad St, Richmond, VA 23219

7-10 pm: ROOTS Weekend-Richmond KickOff Party
ART 180 | 114 W Marshall St, Richmond, VA 23220

The KickOff Party is free and open to the public.

Friday, April 21, 2017
Diversity Center | 1407 Sherwood Ave, Richmond, VA 23220
 
10 am-12:30 pm: ArtChangeUS REMAP: Richmond

12:30-1:30 pm: Community Lunch

1:30-5 pm: Workshops & Art Sharings 

6:30-8:30 pm: Special Invite to ROOTS Weekend Attendees - Inventing 
ICA: Artist Perspective with Paul Rucker 
Virginia Commonwealth University | 1000 Floyd Avenue, Richmond, VA, 23220

Saturday, April 22, 2017

1-4 pm: Untold RVA – Guided Tour
Courtyard Richmond West | 6400 W Broad St, Richmond, VA 23230

Meet at hotel entrance. The tour is limited to those who signed up 
ahead of time. 

7-9:30 pm: ROOTS Lounge Live 
The Hippodrome | 528 N 2nd St, Richmond, VA 23219

Sunday, April 23, 2017
ART 180 | 114 W Marshall St, Richmond, VA 23220

10:30 am-1:45 pm: Closing Workshops & Community Lunch
9



Thursday, April 20, 2017 
12-1 pm: Community Lunch

1-4 pm: ArtChangeUS REMAP: Richmond
University of Richmond-Downtown | 626 E Broad St., Richmond, VA 
23219

Join us for a community lunch, a welcome/overview from Carlton Turner, 
Executive Director of Alternate ROOTS and Roberta Uno, Director of 
ArtChangeUS, followed by a call given by national organizer and writer Tia 
Oso and Pecha Kucha responses by poet and musician Kondwani Fidel, 
artist and activist Ashley Hunt, historian Kyle T. Mays, musician and activist 
Fox Rich, visual artist Paul Rucker, and performances by Keith Wallace and 
Suheir Hammad.

7-10 pm: ROOTS Weekend-Richmond KickOff Party
ART 180 | 114 W Marshall St, Richmond, VA 23220

The KickOff Party is free and open to the public, and features a visual arts 
exhibition curated by ART 180 around the weekend’s theme, Creating a World 
Without Prisons, as well as music, and digital storytelling presented by the 
following artists: 

Music: Matt Petty
Matt Petty is a composer, multi-instrumentalist, and video artist based in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. He graduated from Northwestern State University, 
where he received degrees in Music Education and Trombone Performance. 
Using low-fi gear he creates music-based multimedia pieces involving 
sound, video, and live performance. Matt is also a founding member of the 
electro-acoustic collective Kisatchie Sound with clarinetist David Steele; the 
group creates music with a sense of place. As a collaborative artist, Matt 
has worked with visual artists and musicians across the U.S. performing 
and making video pieces. Most recently, Matt was selected for the Lucas 
Artist Fellowship in Music at Montalvo Arts Center, in Saratoga, CA.

Digital Storytelling: Patricia Jones 
Patricia Jones is a digital storyteller facilitator for The Carpetbag Theatre. 
She is a veteran with PTSD and MST and a felon. Through The Carpetbag 
Theatre she reclaimed and reframed her life and story. In April of 2016, she 
received her doctorate from the University of Tennessee.
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Music: Ron Ragin and Rebecca Mwase, Freedom Chamber
Vessels is a seven-woman harmonic meditation on the transcendental 
possibilities of song during the Middle Passage, and will premier in New 
Orleans in 2018. Co-shaped by Rebecca Mwase and Ron Ragin, this 
devised interdisciplinary ritual performance and its engagement platform, 
Freedom Chamber, explore singing as a survival tool and delve into the 
question, “What does freedom sound like in a space of confinement?” 
Guided by our ancestors and utilizing song and movement, this project 
creates space to confront and contribute to healing the wounds of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade. Rebecca and Ron will share musical and sonic 
excerpts from their work to date. 

Friday, April 21, 2017
Diversity Center | 1407 Sherwood Ave, Richmond, VA 23220

10 am-5 pm: ArtChangeUS REMAP & ROOTS 
Weekend Workshops

10 am-12:30 pm: ArtChangeUS REMAP: Richmond
ArtChangeUS will launch the first morning of ROOTS Weekend-Richmond 
with a roundtable on policy and advocacy led by artist and organizer Kai Barrow 
in conversation with Co-Executive Director of the Highland Center Ash-Lee 
Woodard Henderson, NJJN Youth Justice Leadership Fellow Dustina Gill, 
Deputy Director of Art 180 Trey Hartt, poet, cultural strategist and organizer 
Sonia Guiñansaca, ICE out of RVA organizer Danny Cendejas, poet and 
musician Jessica Solomon, and more.
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12:30-1:30 pm: Community Lunch

1:30-3 pm: Workshops

Walls: The Conciliation Project
The Conciliation Project presents Walls, a workshop infused with the principles 
and practices of its signature Ritual Poetic Drama methodology. Walls will 
present a montage of three plays followed by a facilitated dialogue. Scenes 
drawn from the plays Stolen Land, Prison Industrial Complex, and Chapters 
Forgotten: What Does It Mean to Be Educated?, draw parallels between the 
walls of schools and prison environments of control, building a wall/the walls of 
immigrant detention, and the revolving door of the prison system.

The Conciliation Project (TCP) has an 11-year history of facilitating difficult 
conversations around race and racism through the use of theatre. As 
Richmond’s social justice theatre company, TCP partners with organizations 
and communities to engage in the long process of healing our nation’s historic 
past. The Conciliation Project is dedicated and committed as a company and 
as individual members to courageously embrace our nation’s past in order to 
build a future together that dreams of the immeasurable possibility of what true 
and uncompromised CONCILIATION would add to the quality of ALL of our 
lives.  We acknowledge the enormous capacity we have as people, citizens 
and artists to transform lives through a common-unity of purpose.

Workshop: Side-by-Side + Advocates for Richmond 
Youth
The 90 minute workshop will provide basic knowledge of LGBTQ+ identity, 
risk, and protective factors as they relate to resilience and resistance among 
LGBTQ+ youth, and how this population intersects with the work around 
juvenile justice. Additionally, the workshop will discuss the connection between 
youth homelessness and LGBTQ+ identities. This workshop will be facilitated 
by Ted Lewis, from Side-by-Side, and Alex Wegaman, from Advocates for 
Richmond Youth.

Side by Side is dedicated to creating supportive communities where Virginia’s 
LGBTQ+ youth can define themselves, belong, and flourish. In 1991 Side by 
Side was founded under the name the Richmond Organization for Sexual 
Minority Youth or ROSMY and for over 25 years they’ve had a simple goal of 
providing a space where LGBTQ+ youth could be themselves.
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Freedom Chamber Workshop: Ron Ragin + Rebecca 
Mwase
Freedom Chamber workshops consist of breath and sound work, sharing 
stories and songs of freedom and unfreedom, and joining in song together. 
Our process builds relationships among participants while helping individual 
participants improve their understanding and practice of their voice as a 
catalyst for transformation and to develop confidence in using their voices. As 
we build and share skills and repertoire, we offer new skills to those involved in 
organizing against mass incarceration and encourage others to join the fight.

The Freedom Chamber, a collaboration with STAND with Dignity and Women 
with a Vision, (organizations in New Orleans organizing against mass 
incarceration), develops community-created sound sculptures reflecting 
the experiences of currently and formerly incarcerated people and their 
communities. Our process and the resulting artistic creations deepen our 
partner organizations, organizing efforts, expand civic participation in the 
wider community, and ultimately help achieve policies that disestablish the 
structures of mass incarceration in New Orleans.

3:30-5 pm: Workshops

Cultural Alchemy 101: The Root, a.k.a. Whats Love 
Got to do With It: SpiritHouse Inc.
Culturally rich and vibrant communities of color have been devastated by a 
series of unmitigated disasters in the name of safety and prosperity. Slavery, 
Jim Crow, divestment, displacement, wars on poverty and drugs have caused 
our communities to experience community-level post/present traumatic 
stress. Today science has proven what we’ve always known; that we carry 
both ancestral memory of trauma and freedom in our bones. SpiritHouse’s 
work through the use of Culture, Practice and Ritual (CPR) aims to help heal, 
transform and rebirth community back to our ancestral roots.

SpiritHouse is a multi-generational, Black women-led cultural organizing tribe 
with a rich legacy of using art, culture, and media to support the empowerment 
and transformation of communities most impacted by racism, poverty, 
gender discrimination, criminalization, and incarceration. We are Black, poor, 
disabled, queer, and formerly incarcerated, grassroots organizers, artists, 
alchemists, strategists, and healers. We prioritize the leadership of the people 
most impacted by systemic racism and oppression. We say tribe because our 
embodied liberatory practices sustain cultural values that shift our everyday 
behavior, ground our work, and are carried into all of our community and 
collaborative spaces. 
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Numbers + Bodies + Love: Nicole Garneau
This workshop explores creative methods for humanizing statistics. We 
are inundated with statistics about incarceration on a daily basis. We use 
numbers to tell stories about bodies in beds and tax dollars allocated, but 
sometimes the numbers are so abstract that they are hard to grasp. What are 
the relationships between our bodies and incarcerated bodies? This workshop 
uses performance exercises for making numbers more real. No theater or 
performance experience required.

Nicole Garneau is an interdisciplinary artist making site-specific performance 
and project art that is directly political, critically conscious, and community 
building. She is currently completing a book about the 5-year (2008-2012) 
UPRISING project. UPRISINGs are public demonstrations of revolutionary 
practices. Nicole is on the Executive Committee of Alternate ROOTS and 
teaches in Women’s and Gender Studies at DePaul University. She holds 
a B.A. in Theater from the University of Illinois at Chicago and an M.A. in 
Interdisciplinary Art from Columbia College Chicago. She also makes 
ceremonies, throws parties, and does healing work.
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6:30-8:30 pm: Special Invite to ROOTS Weekend 
Attendees - Inventing ICA: Artist Perspective with 
Paul Rucker
Virginia Commonwealth University | 1000 Floyd Avenue, Richmond, VA
Academic Learning Commons, Room 1107 
Parking available at VCU’s Main Street lot: 801 West Main Street.
In this talk and performance, artist Paul Rucker will share stories from 
REWIND — an ambitious installation that re-envisions historical events and 
links them to current issues of race, class, and injustice in America. Rucker 
will also present an excerpt from Stories from the Trees, a powerful multi-
media cello performance that creates a live soundtrack for an animation based 
on vintage postcards of lynchings. To close the evening, Rucker and Institute 
for Contemporary Art chief curator Stephanie Smith will discuss the changing 
roles of artists and cultural institutions.
Paul Rucker is a visual artist, composer, and musician who often combines 
media, integrating live performance, sound, original compositions, and visual 
art. His work is the product of a rich interactive process, through which he 
investigates community impacts, human rights issues, historical research, 
and basic human emotions surrounding particular subject matter. Much of his 
current work focuses on the Prison Industrial Complex and the many issues 
accompanying incarceration in its relationship to slavery. He has presented 
performances and visual art exhibitions across the country and has collaborated 
with educational institutions to address the issue of mass incarceration.

Saturday, April 22, 2017
1-4 pm: Untold RVA Guided Tour

The tour is limited to those who signed up ahead of time. Participants will meet 
at 1pm at the Courtyard Richmond West (6400 W Broad St, Richmond, VA 
23230). There is free parking in the hotel parking lot.

This unique step-on bus tour experience allows participants to choose their 
own adventure along a network of Untold RVA’s pod marker history recordings 
and street art installations. Your personal Gatekeeper tour guide will reveal 
fascinating Self Determination stories that have been deliberately submerged 
by mainstream history, such as the existence of an underground resistance 
movement. Stops include sites of remembrance through the bygone era of 
Richmond’s unsung social justice heroes and sheroes.
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7-10 pm: ROOTS Lounge Live
The Hippodrome | 528 N 2nd St, Richmond, VA 23219

Appetizers, beer, and wine will be served. Cocktails will be available for 
purchase.  Performances will begin at 7:30pm.

Truthworker Theatre Company
Truthworker Theatre Company, directed by Samara Gaev, will perform 
excerpts from their provocative three-part body of work that depicts the 
prison industrial complex through the lens of a dozen young artists directly 
impacted by mass incarceration. This trilogy, comprised of original hip-hop 
theatre productions, moves from the school-to-prison pipeline and youth 
criminalization, through the impacts and practices of solitary confinement, 
and into re-entry upon release. Written and performed by 16-24 year old 
artists, Truthworker’s deeply personal performances center redemption, 
forgiveness, and responsibility to humanize those most negatively impacted 
by systemically racist policies. Creating radical forums for vulnerability, 
Truthworker’s compelling performances weave rhyme, hip-hop theatre, 
dance, multimedia, cutting edge technology, and personal testimony to 
interrupt and transform the criminalizing and violent systems that permeate 
our communities. Using art to raise awareness, Truthworker’s productions 
serve as the public face of a growing movement demanding criminal justice 
reform. 

16

Teens With a Purpose’s Just AART Day. Photo by Becky Livas.



Truthworker Theatre Company is a social justice based, hip-hop theatre 
company founded and directed by Samara Gaev. Providing youth leadership 
programming, professional stipends, and rigorous artistic training; 
Truthworker raises awareness and catalyzes action for racial, gender, and 
economic justice. Young visionaries directly impacted by mass incarceration 
write and perform original productions that interrogate the prison industrial 
complex, challenge systems of oppression, invite healing dialogue, and foster 
artistic interventions, inspiring solutions for collective liberation. Truthworker 
is a safe space for young people to be the subjects, not the objects, of their 
own stories as they unpack, problematize, and shift the dominant, often 
stereotypical narratives in mainstream media. In a country with the largest 
prison population in the world, Truthworker’s bold storytelling is geared 
towards enlivening creative solutionaries. www.truthworker.com

Climbing PoeTree
Over the last 14 years, Climbing PoeTree has infused our movements for justice 
with healing and imagination, inspiring thousands through their award-winning 
hip hop theater, dual-voice spoken word, and grassroots organizing. Alixa 
and Naima have independently organized 32 national and international tours, 
taking their work from South Africa to Cuba, the UK to Mexico, and throughout 
the U.S. including 11,000 miles toured on a bus converted to run on recycled 
vegetable oil. Climbing PoeTree has been experienced at diverse venues from 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music to the United Nations, Harvard University to 
Rikers Island Prison. They have been featured alongside powerhouses such 
as Alice Walker, Alicia Keys, Danny Glover, Cornel West, Erykah Badu, Talib 
Kweli, Janelle Monáe, Little Dragon, and Angela Davis, who remarked, “Each 
time I have the pleasure of attending a performance by Climbing PoeTree, I 
feel enriched, renewed, and inspired.”

Teens With A Purpose
Performance poetry blends written tradition with lyricism, positive music, 
and stage acumen in a way that profoundly  affects and entertains youth and 
audiences of all kinds. They  own the stage, and with each poem  and song, they 
tell their stories,  their truth, powerfully and completely.   Share live changing 
moments, tucked the literary art  form, spoken word poetry,  and compelling 
music .  

TWP-The Youth Movement, also known as Teens With a Purpose, is a 
nonprofit youth development organization. Our mission is to create a platform 
to empower young people to use their voices, energy, abilities, and talent 
to demonstrate their power to effect personal change and positively impact 
the lives of others through the arts and peer-led programs and events. We 
create a safe, non-judgmental environment for self-expression for all young 
people as we continue to promote healthy life choices.
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The Graduates
“Won’t Bow Down!” is a project centered on The Graduates’ personal criminal 
justice system experiences with a vision of life in Louisiana after prison reform 
and a goal to create awareness of and encourage community organizing to 
abolish mass incarceration of black people and achieve racial equity in the 
US. The autobiographical performances will shine a light on The Graduates’ 
unique stories: the most radical and direct communication we can share with 
people about the experience of incarceration. 

The Graduates is a four-year old performance ensemble comprised of former 
members of the Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women (LCIW) Drama 
Club. The Graduates use their personal experiences with the criminal justice 
system to create performances that: give a window into incarceration’s effects 
on individual lives, reveal the systemic racism in our criminal justice system, 
and encourage those who have the power to shift current policies to do so. 
Ausettua Amor Amenkum (Big Queen of the Washita Nation and artistic 
director of Kumbuka African Drum and Dance Collective) and Kathy Randels 
(artistic director of ArtSpot Productions and founder of The LCIW Drama Club) 
direct the ensemble’s performances. Shantell Turner, Antoinette Holmes, 
Carry Emerson, Rhonda Oliver and Taece Defillio are part of the ensemble.
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Sunday, April 23, 2017
ART 180 | 114 W Marshall St, Richmond, VA 23220

10:30 am-12 pm: Workshop

Mapping Youth Away from the Adult Criminal Justice 
System: Campaign for Youth Justice
The Campaign for Youth Justice (CFYJ) and their partner, Kate DeCiccio, 
will present on issues related to youth in the adult criminal justice system. 
The Campaign will discuss how state advocates, directly impacted youth and 
families, and organizers are working together in several states to change laws 
that result in youth being placed in adult courts, jails, and prisons. Finally, 
there will be an opportunity for participants to work collaboratively to visually 
map youth away from the adult criminal justice system. The presentation will 
conclude with group report outs and discussion of how participants can get 
involved in efforts near them.

The Campaign for Youth Justice (CFYJ) is a national initiative focused entirely 
on ending the practice of prosecuting, sentencing, and incarcerating youth 
under the age of 18 in the adult criminal justice system. CFYJ was initiated 
in 2004 by a parent whose son was transferred to the adult criminal court 
for prosecution. Stemming from her family’s circumstances and a desire to 
change state and federal policies that allow for the prosecution of hundreds 
of thousands of youth in adult court every year, this parent made a financial 
commitment to launch a national campaign. Subsequently, the Campaign for 
Youth Justice officially opened in July 2005.

12:15-1:45 pm: Panel Discussion

In the Quest for Justice and Humanity... Art as 
Confession: Tomiko Shine 
A panel discussion features consciously inspired activists that use art as their 
vehicle of expressing the injustice of incarceration while challenging society 
to imagine new narratives and lived experiences based on humanity. The  
panelists include: a veteran film maker, a newly emerging film maker, a mother 
whose son incarcerated at 14 uses his art to speak to the issue of juvenile 
incarceration, and the VARAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) chapter 
members who utilize culture and art as the key to redefining and critiquing the 
issue of elders in prison and rebuilding families.
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RAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) is a grassroots organization that 
advocates for the release and return of elderly men and women incarcerated 
for 30, 40, and 50 plus years in the American prison systems. Due to the 
infamous drug wars, juvenile draconian sentencing, and a broken parole 
system, these women and men have grew up in the prisons thus becoming 
elders incarcerated. RAPP seeks to change the culture of the punishment 
paradigm to one based in human rights on behalf of those invisible and 
silenced behind bars.

The panel organizer/moderator is Tomiko Shine, The Lead Organizer and 
Research Anthropologist in Residence with MDRAPP. Her ethnographic 
research on the life cycle development of “blacks” in America within the last 500 
years led her to examine further the constant containment and confinement of 
the black body in various forms evolving into spaces of imprisonment.

Join Alternate ROOTS
If you feel a kinship with the work of Alternate ROOTS and your practice 
aligns with the mission, please consider joining the movement and 
becoming a general or organizational member for $40. You can become 
a member online at www.alternateroots.org.
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Progress Theatre performs at the Latino Cultural Center at  
ROOTS Weekend-Dallas. Photo by Sandra Andino
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Thanks to the many, many good people whose work 
brought ROOTS Weekend-Richmond together!

ROOTS Weekend-Richmond Partners 
ART 180
ArtChangeUS
RIHD
Institute for Contemporary Art

ROOTS Weekend-Richmond Staff 
Arielle Brown, Programs Associate
Rebecca Keel, Local Coordinator
Maurice Jackson, Local Coordinator
Jessica Solomon, Programs Support Staff

Alternate ROOTS Staff  
Carlton Turner, Executive Director
Ashley Walden Davis, Managing Director
Paige Heurtin, Operations Manager
Wendy Shenefelt, Programs Manager 
Nicole Gurgel-Seefeldt, Communications Manager 
Kerry Lee, Operations Associate 
Joseph Thomas, Communications Developer 

ArtChangeUS Staff  
Roberta Uno, Director
Kapena Alapai, Project + Development Coordinator
Kassandra Khalil, Program Coordinator
Elizabeth Webb, Creative Producer
Frederick Ramsey Jr., CalArts Performing Arts Fellow

Program book cover design by Deisha Oliver-Millar, Bang! Arts
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Many Thanks to our Funders!
 
The ROOTS Weekend Series is supported by a generous grant from   
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

Alternate ROOTS is additionally supported by the generous donations of our 
gracious members, private individuals, and the following funders: 

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta 
Dean’s Beans

The Ford Foundation 
Fund for Southern Communities 

The Nathan Cummings Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 

Surdna Foundation 




