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CalArts Community Arts Partnership (CAP) is a co-curricular program of the California Institute 
of the Arts offering free after-school, school-based, and summer arts programs for youth ages 
6-18 in every discipline taught at the Institute. https://calarts.edu/cap/overview 
 
This month-long program trains kamaliʻi to create their own animated film, work collaboratively 
on an animated film,  and learn many different animation techniques.  

 
Glenna Avila - Community Arts Partnership (CAP) Artistic 
Director, Coordinator for the CalArts Animation Academy 
 
Glenna Avila is an artist, educator, and arts administrator and is 
the Wallis Annenberg Artistic Director of the California Institute of 
the Arts Community Arts Partnership (CAP) program, having 
served since 1991. The CAP program encompasses 55 distinct 
youth arts programs located in 60 diverse neighborhoods 
throughout Los Angeles County in partnership with 45 public 
schools and community-based organizations. CAP creates 
innovative arts education programs for 10,000 youth annually. 
The CAP program received the 2004 Coming Up Taller Award, 
the highest national honor for exemplary youth arts education 

programs. Before coming to CalArts, she held positions with the City of Los Angeles Department 
of Cultural Affairs, and for thirteen years she was a Supervisor in the Summer Youth Employment 
Program/U.S. Department of Labor, providing hundreds of jobs in the arts for low-income youth. 
She has painted over 75 murals throughout Los Angeles, and has exhibited her work at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art, among others. She was commissioned by the 1984 Olympic 
Organizing Committee to paint a mural on the freeway in downtown Los Angeles for the 
Olympics—entitled “L.A. Freeway Kids,” a tribute to the youth of Los Angeles. She is excited to be 
working with the Queen Liliʻuokalani Trust to bring arts programs to the youth of Oahu this 
summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
ANIMATION INSTRUCTORS  

 
Linda Dorn - Lead CalArts Faculty Animator 
 
Linda Dorn is as “CalArtian” an artist and animator as there ever 
was. She received her CalArts degrees in Character Animation 
(2000), and an MFA in Film Directing (2002), and has taught both 
Advanced Animation and Life Drawing at CalArts during two 
different tenures. Linda created the Character Animation 
program for the University of Hawaii in 2006 -2011. Her industry 
experience includes Animating, Layout, Visual Development, and 
Sequence Design at Futurama, Disney Feature, Hyperion, and 
July Films.  Linda is very proud of her recent work as the creative 
lead for the CalArts summer animation residency program, 

where she helps students prepare their portfolios for college. In the past few years 30-40% of 
students accepted into the CalArts character animation program came from Linda’s classes. 

 
Yaou Chen - Animator 
 
Yaou Chen grew up in Maanshan, China. Since childhood she has 
been fascinated by drawing comics. She has been actively 
creating animation and visual stories since 2013. Yaou is 
currently a Character Animation student at CalArts. In 2016 she 
was selected as one of the comic writers for “Meanwhile”, hosted 
by Ringling College of Art and Design. In 2017, her illustration 
“Untitled” was nominated for the student scholarship of the 
Society of illustrators in New York. Yaou was the exhibitor for 
Creative Talent Network Expo 2017 with her design collection 
&lt;A Slice of Life&gt; exhibited in Burbank, CA. In the meantime, 
she teaches character design to young aspiring animators in 
Beijing, China. She has now developed interactive teaching 

approaches which helps with kids’ artistic growth. 
 
Nak Yong Choi - Animator 
 
Knock Nak. Who’s there? Nak! Nak Yong Choi is a director, story 
artist, and an educator from Honolulu, Hawaii, working in the 
animation industry. His credits include directing for Disney 
Junior, original series development with Cartoon Network and 
Frederator Studios, storyboarding on Angry Birds 2 movie, story 
consultation in VR, Prop Master in live action, animation director 
in multidisciplinary performance, and currently works as a Story 



 

Director on a new startup with Apple, Pixar, and Disney artists. On top of working in the industry, 
Nak volunteers and works with the community. Nak caught the volunteer bug when he 
volunteered for the Honolulu Museum at 13, and has continued by working with the Community 
Arts Partnership (CAP) since 2012. He created an animation program for the Pasadena Waldorf 
High School this year. Nak graduated from CalArts in Character Animation in 2015 and has 
recently been accepted for the Artist in Residency Program with Pacoima Beautiful. When Nak is 
not too busy working or volunteering, you can find him under a palm tree, singing “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow” on his ukulele, drinking guava juice, under a warm bright sun. From Honolulu, 
Hawaii (Go Menehunes! Moanalua High School), Nak currently resides in Hollywood, CA, 
spreading the aloha spirit in the mainland. 

 
Lorenzo Fresta - Animator 
 
Lorenzo Fresta was born in Milan, Italy.  Ever since he was a kid, 
he always liked to draw, but like many others he decided to keep 
it as a hobby.  He was studying Literature while practicing his 
drawing skills in his free time and teaching young kids the 
fundamentals of comic art in a very small school.  Some years 
later he decided to follow my passion and finally moved to 
California to attend the Character Animation Program at CalArts. 
Lorenzo can’t wait to be a part of this wonderful experience in 

Oahu.  He always thought of teaching as the most noble profession among all professions, and is 
extremely thrilled and honored to have the opportunity to be a part of this promising program. 
 

 
Erin McDermott - Animator 
 
Erin McDermott is currently a BFA2 Character Animation student 
at CalArts. She has worked with CalArts for the past 3 years as a 
teaching assistant during the Animation Residency. Erin loves 
spooky, witty, and charming things. Her favorite films include 
Nightmare Before Christmas, James and The Giant Peach, Mary 
and Max, and Coraline. She currently resides in Irvine, CA, 
however her heart will always remain in North Carolina- where 
her family is. Erin lives with one very fluffy old cat, one 
rambunctious puppy, and a sharp-witted boyfriend of 12 years 
that works at Blizzard Entertainment. They all three moved from 
North Carolina to Southern California in 2015 to chase their 
dreams (and their tail)! 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Danmichael Reyes - Sound Engineer  
 
Danmichael Reyes is a Los Angeles-based pianist, producer, 
audio engineer, and writer.  A graduate of The New School for 
Jazz and Contemporary Music in New York City, he also holds a 
Master’s Degree in Jazz Keyboard from California Institute of the 
Arts (CalArts).  An active artist, he has worked in some of the 
most hallowed studios in both New York City and Los Angeles as 
a performer, producer, and audio engineer, from Electric Ladyland 
to Sunset Sounds.  His expertise behind the microphone and 
placing one has since landed him a full-time position at The Pie 
Studios in Pasadena as an in-house songwriter and producer. 
Reyes also maintains a lively writing career as an editorial 

contributor for Revive Music.  His articles have also been published at various media sites 
including Lincoln Center and All About Jazz. 
 

 
Thaddeus Jean-Philippe Tario - Composer-in-Residence 
  
A native of Hawaii, T.J. Keanu Tario is a composer and pianist. A 
graduate of The Juilliard School, he is currently attending the 
California Institute of the Arts to obtain an MFA in composition 
and film scoring. T.J.’s compositions have been performed by 
ensembles including the New York Youth Symphony, the Juilliard 
Chamber Orchestra & the Attacca String Quartet. Recent 
collaborations include scoring "A Fish Out of Water", Official 2017 
Winner of Boundless in Brooklyn: A 48 Hour Dance Film Contest. 
This short film will be premiered in NY, LA & Paris. As pianist, he 
has won awards at competitions including the regional and 
national MTNA Competition, the Virginia Waring International 
Competition, Aloha International Piano Competition and the 

Stecher & Horowitz NY Piano Competition. Notable performances include those at NPR’s From 
the Top radio show, the Aspen Music Festival, Bowdoin Music Festival, Colorado College Music 
Festival, and the Château de Fontainebleau in the Écoles d’Art Festival. 


